84                   A WREATH OF CLOUD

Prince Zembo's first wife1 and she knew very little of
them. Other visitors at the Momozono palace became
increasingly rare; but the fact that no less a person than
Genji was known to be Princess Asagao's admirer aroused
a widespread curiosity concerning her.

As a matter of fact, he was not very desperately in love
with her; but her apparent indifference had piqued him
and he was determined to go on till he had gained his point.
He had recently gathered from several sources of informa-
tion, including persons of every rank in society, but all of
them in a position to know what they were talking about,
that his own reputation now stood very high in the country.
He felt indeed that his insight into affairs had very greatly
improved since old days, and it would certainly be a pity if
a scandal once more deprived him of popular confidence.
Nevertheless, if gossip were to concern itself with the
matter at all, he could not help feeling he should prefer to
figure in the story as having succeeded than as having been
ignominiously repulsed.

Meanwhile his frequent absences from the Nijo-in had
already convinced Murasaki that the affair was as serious as
it could possibly be. She tried to conceal her agitation, but
there were times when it was evident that she had been
secretly weeping, and Genji said to her one day: ' What
has come over you lately ? I cannot imagine any reason
why you should be so depressed *; and as he gently stroked
the hair back from her forehead they looked such a pair as
you might put straight into a picture.

f Since his mother's death/ Genji went on presently, ' the
Emperor Ryozen has been in very low spirits and I have
felt bound to spend a good deal of time at the Palace. But
that is not the only thing which takes up my lime in these
days; you must remember that I have now to attend

1 Rokujd was his second.